ABSTRACT
Introduction
India's textile industry is the second largest sector after agricultural sector in India in terms of employment generation. The textile industry has been a panacea for a large pool of unskilled labour in India, as it has accommodated a significant portion of unskilled human resource in India. The textile industry in India comprises of the mill sector, the handloom sector and the powerloom sector. India is the largest exporter of yarn in the International market and has 25% share in world cotton yarn exports. Powerloom sector is predominantly an unorganized sector and is referred to as decentralized powerloom sector. Yet, the unorganized sector has been contributing to 50% of the clothing needs of the country. Powerloom sector is considered to be a branched out sector of the handloom sector. The decentralized powerloom sector has been providing employment to more than 60 lakh people, both skilled and unskilled workforce in India. Technology advancement has been both a boon and bane to the weaving community in the powerloom sector. Improvisation in the sector has spiraled the productivity and efficiency of the weavers. At the same time, those who have not been able to catch up with the evolution, owing to financial and technological constraints has raised the concerns of imbalanced development of the sector. Moreover the golden goose of India's textile industry is in serious threat of being in doldrums. Handloom and powerloom industries over the years in Indian scenario have gained cultural significance. It is high time that the stakeholders bring about systemic reforms are initiated to not only rescue but revive the industry.
Review of Literature
Arif Anjum and D. V. Thakor in 2011 in their research on "An analytical study of the functioning and the problems of the powerloom industry in Maharashtra with special reference to Malegaon district, Nashik observed that the decentralized sector has inherent advantages to transform itself into a progressive sector post WTO regime. The industry should not only focus on the technological aspects but also should upgrade their marketing strategies Summaiya R Shaikh & Satish Dulange in 2013 commented in their research "A study on factors affecting productivity of powerloom Industries" that factors such as infrastructure, plant and equipment factor do not have much impact on productivity. Rather human factor and technological factors are the two most important factors which have impact on productivity of powerloom output.
Jnana Ranjan Prusty and Sambit Mallick in 2013 in their study "A sociological study of siminoi powerloom cluster in Odisha" observed that Cotton prices are very dynamic due to change in the size of crop. The uncertainty with the availability of cotton and fluctuating prices have pushed the powerloom sector into a sorry plight. Governments in other countries have been supporting the cotton growers by means of support price, which is not happening in India. Dr. Saravanan, K. A Ramya In their research in 2015, concluded that shortage of power, scarcity of raw materials, lack of government support and changes in the climate are some of the major issues with the powerloom sector. Muthu Yuvraj in his study has examined the growth of powerloom sector in India from 2006-2013. The study showed that the sector has seen a considerable growth for the duration. Anirudha P Kamble, Dr A G Suryavanshi in their research indicated that year 2007 -08 had maximum growth percentage which saw 5.8% growth in powerloom installation in India, whereas from 2009 -2010 the powerloom installation growth has wavered considering the base year 2007 -2008. 58.26 % is average percentage of powerloom cloth production over total cloth production in India. http://www.tusharmehta.com/publish_train/data_analysis/16.htm
Research Methodology
The current study is a descriptive study and draws on the secondary resources such as research journals, books, and websites. An attempt has been made to study the various reports of the powerloom sector. Data of decentralized powerlooms for the last ten years ranging from 2006 to 2016 was collected. Annual reports and reports from the ministry of textiles have also been referred to arrive at the conclusion. The data collected was subjected to regression analysis and karl pearson coefficient of correlation. Trend analysis was carried out to get a vague idea about what the future holds for the sector.
Objectives of the study
a) To study the overall scenario of decentralized powerloom sector in India. b) To study the future trends in the decentralized powerloom sector. c) To study the relationship between growth, employment and production of decentralized powerloom sector. d) To suggest measures to actualize the potential of the sector, and aid India in making a preferred destination for clothing needs of the world.
Research Findings Data Analysis & Discussion a) Overview of the decentralized powerloom industry in India
The Table. 1, reveals that the number of decentralized powerloom units has been increasing over the last 10 years. There are presently close to 5 lakh powerloom units. In correspondence with the number of units, number of looms has also increased. There are over 25 lakh looms which includes both shuttles and shuttle looms. The sector has witnessed considerable growth over the last ten years. Nonetheless, there was a slight stagnation between 2009 t0 2012 owing to infrastructure scarcities and fierce competition from the mill sector. The sector has been providing employment opportunities to more than 6 million skilled and unskilled human resource in India. As on date, the powerloom sector contributes 58% of the clothing needs of the country. Decentralized powerloom sector produced more than 38,000 million square meters for the fiscal year 2015-16. The sector has also been on crossroads towards adopting modern technology. With the advent of modern shuttles looms, there is bound to be a further push towards the growth of the sector. The regression coefficients for the past 10 years and powerloom units, powerloom workers, powerloom production shows a positive relationship. From figure 1 it is evident that there is an upward trend for growth in powerloom units. Due to the flexibility in operating a loom and its advantages over other sources of production, there is consistent increase in the number of decentralized powerloom units in the country. The growth trend predicts a consistent growth in the future as well. Figure 2 , shows a similar linear trend for the employment scenario in the powerloom sector. Though the trend predicts increase in employment generation, it needs to be seen whether the up gradation in technology will have any negative influence on the employment generation front. Table 2 Co rrelations 
Correlations between Production on powerlooms & worker SPSS

Correlation between GDP and Production of Powerloom SPSS TABLE 3
Karl Pearson's coefficient of correlation was carried out to understand the strength of relationship between number of powerlooms and the workers involved in the sector. From spss table 1 it is apparent that there is a very significant correlation between number of powerlooms and number of workers employed in the sector. It can be seen that correlation coefficient (r) equals to .999 which indicates a very positive relationship between number of powerlooms and employment generated.
From SPSS table 2, it is evident that production output and number of workers employed have a markedly significant relationship. As the output from powerlooms has increased over the years so has the created a positive impact on employment generation.
Similarly from SPSS table 3, it can be observed that the GDP at factor cost for the past 5 years when correlated with production on powerloom was found to be having a positive correlation. The analysis reflects that the .544 unit production in powerloom increases 1 unit of GDP.
d) Suggestions
After a poignant view of the decentralized powerloom sector and its ability to contribute to the Indian economy, it is imperative for the government to nurture this sector by framing policies which could propel the growth of the sector. Some of the suggestion that could be put forth from the study are:
1) The decentralized powerloom sector holds tremendous potential not only in terms of contribution to the GDP of India but also as a employment generator. Hence nurturing of the decentralized powerloom sector would be a pertinent move. 2) Expansion of powerloom service centers to all major clusters where more than 2000 looms are operating would be useful in countering most of the powerloom weavers problems. 3) Backward and Forward integration in the supply chain of fabric making needs to be explored.
Joint cotton farming and Joint promotional forums could be devised and monitored by some government programs. 4) Providing support price for fluctuating yarn prices could be very handy in the revival of the sector. 5) Lenient view of the taxes imposed on the saris manufactured by powerlooms could spiral the demand for the products and make them more competitive in International markets. 
